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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELAB, ETRD, EWWT, AR 

SUBJECT: BUENOS AIRES PORT WORKING NORMALLY 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 5431 

1 . BUENOS AIRES PORT SOURCES REPORT THAT LONGSHOREMEN 
ARE WORKING NORMALLY AND THE PORT IS SLOWLY BEGINNING 
TO WORK ITS WAY OUT FROM UNDER THE SERIOUS BACKLOG IN 
CARGO TRAFFIC CAUSED BY THE RECENT STRIKE, EXACERBATED 
BY BAD WEATHER CONDITIONS. LOCAL SOURCES BELIEVE THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT'S PLOY IN OPENING UP THE REGISTRY TO 
ENEMPLOYED STRIKE BREAKERS WAS THE CRITICAL FACTOR IN 
COMPELLING THE STRIKING STEVEDORES TO RETURN TO 
WORKING NIGHT SHIFTS AND WEEKENDS AT THE CURRENT 
GOVERNMENT'S IMPOSED WORK RULE OF TIME-AND-A-HALF 
PAYMENT FOR OVERTIME IN LIEU OF THE DOUBLE-TIME CALLED 
FOR IN THE PREVIOUSLY EXISTING COLLECTIVE CONTRACT. 

THE STRIKE MAY ALSO HAVE BEEN EASED BY RUMORS THAT 
THERE WOULD BE A SPECIAL INCREASE IN LONGSHOREMEN'S 
WAGES, BUT THESE REPORTS SUBSEQUENTLY HAVE BEEN DENIED 
BY OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN. BASE WAGES FOR LONG- 
SHOREMEN IN THE BUENOS AIRES PORT ARE CURRENTLY SET AT 
3,700 PESOS PER 6-HOUR DAY SHIFT (ABOUT $4.60) PLUS A 
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7 PERCENT "FLEXIBILITY BONS" FOR PRODUCTIVITY AND TIME- 
AND-A-HALF FOR OVERTIME. IN ADDITION TO DOUBLE PAY FOR 
OVERTIME, THE STRIKERS WERE DEMANDING AN INCREASE IN THE 
"FLEXIBILITY" BONUS TO EQUAL THAT SAID TO BE PAID IN THE PORTS 
OF ROSARIO AND BAHIA BLANCA. 

2. FYI: THE EARLY STAGES OF THE STRIKE WERE MARRED BY 
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A SERIES OF BOMBING ATTACKS AGAINST A PORT INSTALLATION, THE 
OFFICES OF THE STATE SHIPPING LINE AND THE HOME OF THE 
CAPTAIN GENERAL OF ARGENTINE PORTS. THE ORIGIN OF 
THESE ATTACKS HAS NOT YET BEEN PUBLICLY CLARIFIED. NO 
OTHER ACTS OF VIOLENCE OR FORCE EITHER BY GOVERNMENT 
SECURITY AGENCIES OR THE STRIKERS HAVE COME TO OUR 
ATTENTION, HOWEVER. END FYI. 

CASTRO 
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